Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

December 11, 2024
Mayor Robert Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Carol Merritt, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: Zach Gaston, Jay Van Horn, Administrator Dirk Davis
Guest(s)

Chuck Little, Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Jeanette Lucas, Chris Hunt, Chad Blake 
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Colby Rinehart made a motion to approve the November meeting minutes, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Ruth Saffell - Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.
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Chad Blake from Belmont County GIG discussed Belmont Gig’s business and operations extensively.  Their mission is to offer an alternative for high speed internet and to offer high speed internet on rural roads in Belmont County. They have 23 employees all of who live locally.  The infrastructure has been built out from East Richland down National Road 40 into Barnesville.  They run five drills and are asking for suggestions from the communities on where they would be best suited to build out next. They offer 2gb upload and 2gb download internet options.

Solicitor Michael Shaheen stated that he reviewed the email from Dirk regarding the debris in the creek by the sewer plant.  Mr. Shaheen stated that these people purchased the property and it would be up to the property owner to clean it up as it was purchased that way.  Mr. Shaheen suggested that the village does not get involved with this. Mr. Shaheen stated that his staff spoke to the owner of the trailer on Pear Street and the owner is working to have this trailer removed.  Mr. Shaheen addressed a request for police coverage and security for Belmor Market. There would need to be some sort of contract in place.  Mr. Shaheen stated that after countless emails and letters, EQT came and met with Jordan and Dirk yesterday.  EQT is not walking away from the obligation and he feels confident that they are going to help us do something with Main Street road conditions. Mr. Shaheen stated that his office managed to get everyone in the Pike’s Paving litigation, served. 

Fiscal Officer Rick Burkhead stated that after last month’s decision to move money to STAR Ohio, Wesbanco has come back to him with a proposal of earning 4.25% interest on our bank account locked in through 2025.  Rick stated that this is as good or better option than STAR Ohio at this time and recommended that we keep the money in Wesbanco.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve this, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Ruth Saffell - Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes. Mr. Shaheen stated that he recommends that we do this also as that is a great rate for us.  Rick stated that we are having cookies with Santa this Friday at 7pm. Rick presented the 2025 Housekeeping Ordinance #2024-1.  The changes over last year are adding assistant Chief salary of $500 a month and a clarification of who received holiday pay.  Colby Rinehart made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Ruth Saffell - Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes. Jordan Castello made a motion to approve Ordinance 2024-1, seconded by Carol Merritt, Ruth Saffell - Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.

Mayor Bob Flanagan presented a building permit for Marty Lucas to construct a building.  Carol Merritt made a motion to approve the permit, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Ruth Saffell - Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.

Chris Storm stated that there were nine traffic stops, 24 business checks, one arrest, and two assists.  Chris stated that we have a good amount of donations for Christmas with Cops.

Chris Hunt stated that there were 56 calls, 24 EMS transports, and 10 vehicle crash responses last month.  Chris stated that he is working to get a grant for new fire hose.  

Rick presented Administrator Dirk Davis’s monthly report:

· The fuel tax will be renewed this year which is great for the street funds.
· Dirk met with EQT and with Mike Sanders and Kevin Wet and discussed different ideas for main street paving. It was discussed to repair areas needing repaired, milling and paving the entire road, or using a system like DNR and rebuild the whole road and curbs. It would be a 50/50 match from EQT and the village.  The village will need to apply for matching funds.  Dirk is going to get information and have council decide in February or March and will report back to them.  

Carol Merritt made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel & litigation, at 8:37p.m., seconded by Ruth Saffell, Ruth - Yes, Jordan – Yes, Zach – Yes, Colby – Yes. 

At 8:04 p.m. Mayor Samantha Burkhead declared executive session over.

Carol Merritt made a motion to authorize the village to enter into the proposed legal settlement with Pike’s Paving/Lester Jeffries, seconded by Jordan Castello, Ruth Saffell - Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.
Motion to pay bills by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Colby Rinehart with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Ruth Saffell, with a unanimous vote.

The next meeting will be Wednesday January 15th, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
